
We have all heard the sometimes outrageous LEED claims made by product 
reps. Most of us know that these claims are exaggerated, but may still be 
confused on exactly how a product can help us with LEED.

Simple ignorance

Overzealous marketing

Changes in the LEED Rating Systems over time

Differences between rating system families

Before we dive into how finish products and furniture really can help us with 
LEED, it’s helpful to understand the primary causes of these inaccurate or 
exaggerated claims. There are four main reasons for inaccurate LEED claims:

We must also always remember that USGBC, the creator of LEED, does not 
certify, endorse of approve any products. There is no such thing as a “LEED 
approved” product- there are simply products that can help contribute to the 
achievement of certain LEED credits.

Yeah right.

This product will 

get you 18 

LEED(s) points!



LEED Rating System Reference Guide covers from www.USGBC.org 

This presentation focuses on two of the LEED 2009 rating system families: Green 
Building Design and Construction (BD+C) and Green Interior Design and 
Construction (ID+C). Green Building Operations and Maintenance (O+M), Green 
Neighborhood Development (ND) and LEED for Homes also have credits that 
deal with product selection, but these rating systems are used less frequently and 
are outside the scope of this presentation. Additionally, this presentation focuses 
primarily on interior finish products and furnishings, not architectural products, 
structural systems, MEstructural systems, MEP systems or site work. 

What Credits Can I Impact?

Nearly all of the credits that can be impacted by 
interior finishes and furnishings are contained within 
three of the LEED categories: Materials and 
Resources, Indoor Environmental Quality and 
Innovation in Design. In each of these credits, it is 
important to keep in mind that individual products can 
help contribute to the achievement of a credit,  but 
credit application must be holistic throughout the credit application must be holistic throughout the 
project.





Tips and Tricks

Know what information you need and what questions to ask

Ask for formal documentation now not later

Be familiar with how each credit is documented (specification vs. installation)

Don’t get tricked by terms like “recyclable”
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