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GREEN ASSOCIATE PRACTICE EXAM: 
 
 
1. When are CFC based refrigerants allowed to be used in a LEED® project? 
 

A. Anytime 
B. In Existing Buildings 
C. If a CFC phase-out is economically infeasible 
D. If the refrigerant leakage rate is below 10% annually 

 
2. What information should be provided as part of a CIR submission?  
 

A. Photos or Drawings 
B. Background Project Information 
C. Applicable Confidential Information 
D. The Credit Name 
E. Your contact information 

 
3. What is true of the CIR process? 
 

A. A successful CIR can award LEED points 
B. CIRs cost $220 each 
C. CIRs can be submitted by anyone with a USGBC account 
D. All projects must use CIRs 

 
4. What is an individual who is working for a LEED® for Homes Provider and performs on-site 
inspections and testing for the LEED for Homes Rating System Called? 
 

A. A Home Inspector 
B. A Project Manager 
C. A Home Rater 
D. A Green Rater 
E. A Commissioning Authority 

 
5. Which of the following regulations is likely to be contained in zoning regulations? (Choose 3) 
 

A. Landscaping Regulations 
B. Regulations on Energy Usage 
C. Parking Space Requirements 
D. Open Space Requirements 
E. Stormwater Management Regulations 

 
 
6. Which Rating Systems will award a project one or more points for already being LEED Certified 
in another rating system? (Choose 3) 
 

A. LEED for Schools 
B. LEED for Homes 
C. LEED for Commercial Interiors 
D. LEED for Operations and Maintenance 
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E. LEED for Core and Shell 
 
 
7. What are the three components of the triple bottom line? (Choose 3) 
 

A. Social Responsibility 
B. Environmental Stewardship 
C. Ongoing Education 
D. Government Regulations 
E. Economic Prosperity 

 
8. Which of the following is not a required design consideration for the recycling collection and 
storage area prerequisite? 
 

A. Convenient location 
B. Collection truck access 
C. Appropriate signage 
D. Protection from the elements 

 
9. When a general contractor is collecting documentation for the construction waste management 
credit, which two of the following pieces of information regarding measurement of materials 
diverted would be most helpful? (Choose 2) 
 

A. The number of assorted windows donated to Habitat for Humanity 
B. The weight of concrete used as fill material 
C. The volume of scrap metal sent to a recycler 
D. The volume of land-clearing debris composted 
E. The linear footage of wood waste burned (incinerated) on site 

 
10. The Heat Island Effect may raise the temperature in an urban area by how many degrees 
above the temperature in nearby rural areas? 
 

A. 2 degrees 
B. 4 degrees 
C. 6 degrees 
D. 8 degrees 
E. 10 degrees 

 
 
11. Which of the following is not considered to be a “basic service”? 
 

A. Bank 
B. Grocery Store 
C. Parking Lot 
D. Beauty Salon 
E. Church 

 
12. Open grid paving systems used in a parking lot can help with what two site related 
sustainability concepts/credits? (Choose 2) 
 

A. Stormwater Management, Quantity 
B. Site Selection 
C. Water Use Reduction 
D. Alternative Transportation, Parking Capacity 
E. Heat Island Effect, Non-Roof 
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13. What are the two primary sources of potable water? (Choose 2) 
A. Captured rainwater 
B. A lake or stream 
C. Municipal water systems 
D. The ocean 
E. A private or public well 

 
14. If a contractor wishes to use source control as a component of a construction waste 
management plan, which of the following strategies might he pursue for this portion of his plan? 
(Choose 2) 
 

A. Salvaging materials by donating them to Habitat for Humanity 
B. Ordering pre-assembled products 
C. Using modular construction techniques 
D. Recycling product packaging materials 
E. Reusing  scrap materials on-site 

 
15. Which of the following products would be considered to contain postconsumer recycled 
content that would contribute to the LEED credit for recycled content? (Choose 3) 
 

A. Steel Beams made from used railroad ties 
B. Glass tiles made from glass broken during the window manufacturing process 
C. Carpet made from recycled soda bottles 
D. Plumbing pipe made from recycled plastic components 
E. A countertop made from newspapers 

 
16. Which of the following projects is considered to be a “soft cost”? 
 

A. The project’s structural steel 
B. Landscaping costs 
C. The Architect’s fees 
D. Money paid to the brick mason for labor 
E. Carpet 

 
17. The Regional Priority credits for a project are based on what? 
 

A. The project’s city 
B. The project’s state 
C. The project’s zip code 
D. The project’s county 

 
18. What two specific types of refrigerants does the Montreal Protocol phase out the use of? 
(choose 2) 
 

A. Natural Refrigerants 
B. Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) 
C. Hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs) 
D. Hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) 
E. Halons 

 
19. What are the two primary benefits of using regional materials? (choose 2) 
 

A. Supporting the local economy 
B. Minimizing the impacts of transportation 
C. Assuring quality craftsmanship 
D. Reducing Cost 

SHP Leading Design  •  4805 Montgomery Road, Suite 400  •  Cincinnati, OH 45212  •  www.shp.com 

 



COPYRIGHT SHP LEADING DESIGN and WWW.BUILDINGMYGREENLIFE.COM 
 

 
20. What is the minimum project square footage required by the Minimum Program Requirements 
(MPRs) for projects using LEED BD+R, LEED ID+C and LEED O+M? 
 

A. 500 square feet 
B. 1,000 square feet 
C. 1,500 square feet 
D. 2,000 square feet 
E. 2,500 square feet 

 
21. Which of the following is not a LEED accepted strategy for decreasing single rider, 
conventional automobile use? 
 

A. Providing only the amount of parking required by the zoning code 
B. Charging fees for parking 
C. Locating the project near mass transit 
D. Providing bicycle storage and showers 
E. Providing preferred parking for fuel-efficient and low-emitting vehicles 

 
22. Which of the following are considered to be natural refrigerants? (Choose 3) 
 

A. Propane 
B. Freon 
C. Ammonia 
D. Carbon Dioxide 
E. Puron 
F. Carbon Monoxide 

 
23. What percentage of the solid waste stream each year is attributable to construction and 
demolition waste? 
 

A. 10% 
B. 20% 
C. 30% 
D. 40% 
E. 50% 

 
24. What is the greatest benefit of an integrative design process as it relates to a LEED project? 
 

A. Shortening the project schedule 
B. Capitalizing on credit synergies 
C. Reducing project soft costs 
D. Meeting building codes 
E. Educating the project owner 

 
25. Which of the following is not a strategy for reducing stormwater runoff volume? 
 

A. Minimizing the building footprint 
B. Increasing impervious paving 
C. Using bio-retention 
D. Installing a vegetated roof 
E. Rainwater harvesting 

 
26. Which of the following people should not have access to LEED Online? 
 

A. Architect 
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B. Building Owner 
C. Building User 
D. General Contractor 
E. Landscape Architect 

 
27. If a project has 1 full time (40 hour a week) employee and 6 part time (20 hour a week) 
employees, what is the project’s Full Time Equivalent (FTE) value? 
 

A. 3 
B. 4 
C. 5 
D. 6 
E. 7 

 
28. Which of the following types of vehicle does not qualify as an alternative-fuel vehicle for the 
purposes of LEED? 
 

A. Hydrogen Powered 
B. Electric Powered 
C. Hybrid (Gas-Electric) 
D. Diesel Powered 
E. Ethanol Powered 

 
29. Which of the following strategies does not qualify as providing “preferred parking”? 
 

A. Offering a significant discount on parking passes 
B. Providing a guaranteed space in a lottery system 
C. Providing a space that is as close to the building as possible 
D. Providing a designated covered spot 
E. Providing a randomly assigned parking space 

 
30. Which type of water is not allowed to be used for irrigation purposes? 
 

A. Potable water 
B. Well water 
C. Blackwater 
D. Graywater 
E. Captured Rainwater 

 
31. If a project team is reusing graywater on a LEED project, what are the two most appropriate 
uses for the graywater? (Choose 2) 
 

A. Hand washing 
B. Toilet flushing 
C. Clothes Washing 
D. Drip Irrigation 
E. Spray Irrigation 

 
32. At a minimum, which of the following materials should a recycling program designed to meet 
the storage and collection of recyclables prerequisite accommodate? (choose 3) 
 

A. Glass 
B. Ink Cartridges 
C. Compact Fluorescent Bulbs 
D. Plastics 
E. Cardboard 
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33. The CRI Green Label Plus Certification program certifies what type of building material? 
 

A. Paint 
B. Wood Products 
C. Carpet 
D. Furniture 
E. Adhesives 

 
34. Which standard that has been adopted by many of the LEED rating systems governs building 
energy use and performance? 
 

A. Green Seal Standard 36 
B. ASHRAE Standard 52.2 - 1999 
C. ASHRAE Standard 55 – 2004 
D. ASHRAE Standard 90.1 – 2007 
E. BIFMA International 

 
35. Which LEED recognized strategy will require Chain-of-custody documentation as proof of 
credit compliance? 
 

A. Certified Wood 
B. Recycled Materials 
C. Regional Materials 
D. Rapidly Renewable Materials 
E. Materials Reuse 

 
 
36. What are some other possible LEED Certifications a project may be able to receive if it has 
already received LEED Core and Shell Certification? (choose 2) 
 

A. LEED for Commercial Interiors 
B. LEED for New Construction 
C. LEED for Schools 
D. LEED for Operations and Maintenance 
E. LEED for Homes 

 
37. Which type of refrigerant has an essentially zero ozone depletion potential (ODP) but still has 
high global warming potential (GWP)? 
 

A. Natural Refrigerants 
B. Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) 
C. Hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) 
D. Hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs) 

 
38. Which rating System has a required recertification process? 
 

A. LEED for Operations and Maintenance 
B. LEED for Building Design and Construction 
C. LEED for Homes 
D. LEED for Interior Design and Construction 
E. LEED for Neighborhood Development 

 
39. Which of the following is not an acceptable form of renewable energy under the LEED rating 
systems? (choose 2) 
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A. Photovoltaic Panels 
B. Geo-exchange System 
C. Wind Turbines 
D. Low-impact Hydroelectricity 
E. Nuclear Power 

 
40. Which of the following groups would be considered “transient occupants”? (choose 2) 
 

A. College Students 
B. Elementary School Students 
C. Office Workers 
D. Factory Workers 
E. Retail Customers 

 
41. What factor should a project team not consider when calculating life cycle costs? 
 

A. Operating Costs 
B. Maintenance Costs 
C. Initial Costs 
D. Life Span 
E. None of the Above 

 
42. Which Rating System requires a project team to establish a Preliminary Rating? 
 

A. LEED for Schools 
B. LEED for Core and Shell 
C. LEED for Neighborhood Development 
D. LEED for Operations and Maintenance 
E. LEED for Homes 

 
43. What happens if USGBC finds out that a project does not meet the Minimum Program 
Requirements (MPRs)? 
 

A. Certification can be revoked 
B. A fine must be paid 
C. The project’s certification level is lowered by one level 
D. The project must be resubmitted 

 
44. What types of plants may reduce irrigation water demand? (Choose 2) 
 

A. Invasive Species 
B. Native Species 
C. Adapted Species 
D. Cultivated Species 

 
45. What is an appropriate use of the LEED logo? 
 

A. On product packaging 
B. For a link to the website www.usgbc.org/leed 
C. To indicate an organization’s USGBC membership 
D. By a project pursuing LEED certification 

 
46. What is not a possible source of graywater? 
 

A. Showers 
B. Toilets 
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C. Washing Machine 
D. Bathroom Sink 
E. Drinking Fountain 

 
47. Which of the following materials may not contribute to construction waste management 
strategies? (Choose 2) 
 

A. Land clearing debris 
B. Scrap Wood 
C. Asbestos Floor Tiles 
D. Concrete 
E. Product Packaging 

 
48. Which specific refrigerant has the highest global warming potential (GWP) of all the common 
refrigerants? 
 

A. CFC-502 
B. HCFC-123 
C. HFC-404A 
D. CFC-11 
E. HFC-23 

 
49. Which of the following strategies would not be appropriate for mitigating the heat island effect 
potential of the parking lot of a large office building? 
 

A. Use mature trees to shade 50% of the parking lot 
B. Use paving with an SRI of 35 
C. Place half the parking underground 
D. Plant seedling conifers to shade the parking 
E. Use open-grid paving 

 
50.  What project features are included in the “development footprint”? (choose 3) 
 

A. The building itself 
B. A natural pond 
C. A wooded area 
D. Landscaping 
E. A parking lot 
F. Sidewalks 

 
51. Which of the following is not an approved strategy for minimizing the non-roof heat island 
effect? 
 

A. Using open grid paving 
B. Shading hardscape with photovoltaic panels 
C. Placing parking underground 
D. Using asphalt for parking areas 
E. Using paving materials with an SRI of 29 or higher 

 
52. A project team is using cotton insulation that is grown and manufactured 200 miles from the 
project site. What credit(s) will the use of this material count toward? 
 

A. Recycled Content 
B. Rapidly Renewable Materials 
C. Regional Materials 
D. Recycled Content and Regional Materials 

SHP Leading Design  •  4805 Montgomery Road, Suite 400  •  Cincinnati, OH 45212  •  www.shp.com 

 



COPYRIGHT SHP LEADING DESIGN and WWW.BUILDINGMYGREENLIFE.COM 
 

E. Rapidly Renewable Materials and Regional Materials 
 
53. “Green Tags” is a common term for: 
 

A. Any form of renewable energy 
B. Sustainable products certifications 
C. Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs) 
D. Incentives for purchasing fuel-efficient vehicles 

 
54. If a project team working on a LEED BD+C project can obtain documentation of where a 
product is manufactured but not where it is harvested or extracted, how can they count this 
material toward compliance with the regional materials credit? 
 

A. They may only count 50% of the value of the material 
B. They may count the entire value of the material 
C. They cannot count the material at all 
D. They can count the material, but only if it was manufactured within 100 miles of the 

project site 
 
55. Which Rating System offers an Innovation and Design credit for holding a LEED charrette? 
 

A. LEED for Building Design and Construction 
B. LEED for Interior Design and Construction 
C. LEED for Operations and Maintenance 
D. LEED for Homes 
E. LEED for Neighborhood Development 

 
 
56. Solar reflectance is roughly synonymous with what term? 
 

A. aquifer 
B. shielding 
C. glare 
D. lumen 
E. albedo 

 
57. What are the two primary strategies for reducing the heat island effect in regards to roofs? 
(Choose 2) 
 

A. Do not locate mechanical equipment on the roof 
B. Use materials with a high solar reflectance index 
C. Use a metal roof instead of shingles 
D. Avoid sloped roofs 
E. Use vegetated roofs 

 
58. Which of the following is not a duty of the LEED Project Administrator? 
 

A. Invite project team members to LEED Online 
B. Manage the LEED Online system 
C. Document all project credits 
D. Submit CIRs 
E. Register the project 

 
59. How can a project purchase “green power”? (Choose 2) 
 

A. Through a program provided by the local utility company 
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B. By purchasing Green-e certified RECs 
C. By purchasing and installing solar panels 
D. By buying energy directly from a nearby wind farm 

 
60. What type of plant material is most appropriate for use on a green roof? 
 

A. Annuals 
B. Cultivated Plant Species 
C. Native Plants 
D. Trees and shrubs 

 
61. The SMACNA guidelines address what sustainable design issue? 
 

A. Air quality 
B. VOC content 
C. Refrigerant use 
D. Construction waste management 
E. Stormwater management 

 
62. Local codes and regulations may affect which of the following two strategies? 
 

A. Construction waste management 
B. Use of rainwater for toilet flushing 
C. Minimizing parking capacity 
D. Managing indoor air quality during construction 
E. Purchasing green power 

 
63. Which of the following are considered “appropriate” building sites under the LEED Rating 
Systems? 
 

A. Prime farmland 
B. Habitat for endangered species 
C. Previously undeveloped land within 50 feet of a water body 
D. A brownfield 
E. A previously developed urban site 

 
64. Which of the following is not required of an Innovation and Design strategy? 
 

A. It must be comprehensive 
B. It must be cost effective 
C. It must be repeatable by other projects 
D. It must be quantifiable 
E. It must be a strategy not already covered in the LEED Rating System 

 
65. If a LEED project that is providing preferred parking for fuel-efficient and low-emitting vehicles 
has multiple parking lots, where should the preferred parking spaces be located? 
 

A. Preferred parking spaces only need to be provided in one lot 
B. Preferred parking spaces only need to be located in the lot designated for visitors 
C. Preferred parking spaces only need to be provided in the lot designated for staff 
D. Preferred parking spaces must be distributed among all lots 

 
66. What environmental problem is associated with CFC and HCFC use? 
 

A. Water pollution 
B. Air pollution 
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C. Soil erosion 
D. Ozone depletion 
E. The heat island effect 

 
67. What is a requirement of open space?  
 

A. It is vegetated 
B. It is accessible to the general public 
C. It is lit at night 
D. It is directly adjacent to the building’s entry 
E. It provides habitat for endangered species 

 
68. Which type of refrigerant, in general, is the most efficient? 
 

A. CFCs 
B. HFCs 
C. HCFCs 
D. Natural Refrigerants 

 
69. What is one potential disadvantage of using comingled recycling as part of a construction 
waste management plan? 
 

A. It takes up more site are than site-separated recycling 
B. It may require a greater time investment from the project team 
C. It may be more expensive than site-separated recycling 
D. It is more difficult to document than site-separated recycling 

 
70. What may prevent pedestrian access to a community resource? (Chose 3) 
 

A. Distance 
B. A public park 
C. A freeway interchange 
D. A wall 
E. A parking lot 

 
71. Which federal act has been adopted by many local jurisdictions and contains requirements for 
building accessibility? 
 

A. ASHRAE 
B. EPAct 
C. Civil Rights Act 
D. ADA 
E. ANSI 

 
72. What is the best use for potable water? 
 

A. Cooling towers 
B. Irrigation 
C. Swimming Pools 
D. Drinking 
E. Toilet Flushing 

 
73. Which strategy is not effective in reducing potable water use for irrigation? 
 

A. Spray irrigation 
B. Drip Irrigation 
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C. Mulching 
D. Using Native or Adapted Plants 
E. Rainwater Harvesting 

 
74. What strategy is considered by the EPA to have the greatest impact on reducing the solid 
waste stream? 
 

A. Material recycling 
B. Source reduction 
C. Material reuse 
D. Material incineration 
E. Using recycled content materials 

 
75. Ideally, when should the integrated design process begin? 
 

A. In the project  pre-planning phase 
B. Once project construction begins 
C. One the project has been registered with GBCI 
D. Halfway through the project’s design phase 

 
76. Which of the following projects would definitely not meet the Minimum Program Requirements 
(MPRs) for a LEED project? 
 

A. A casino built on a riverboat 
B. The renovation of and addition to a large office building 
C. A brand new elementary school 
D. A temporary sports practice facility 
E. A 5,000 square foot fire station 

 
77. Which type of system or equipment would not be a consumer of process water? 
 

A. Domestic hot water heater 
B. Dishwasher 
C. Clothes Washer 
D. Cooling Tower 
E. Food Steamer 

 
78. Which of the following plumbing fixtures measure water usage in gallons per minute (GPM)? 
(Chose 3) 
 

A. Toilet 
B. Kitchen Sink 
C. Shower Head 
D. Bathroom Sink 
E. Urinal 

 
79. Which LEED category has the most available LEED points? 
 

A. Sustainable Sites 
B. Water Efficiency 
C. Energy and Atmosphere 
D. Materials and Resources 
E. Indoor Environmental Quality 

 
80. Why should a project team aim to significantly exceed the established threshold of a LEED 
credit? 
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A. To earn Exemplary Performance 
B. To save the World 
C. As a precaution against a credit being audited 
D. To be an overachiever 

 
81. What is the Energy Policy Act used for in the LEED Rating Systems? 
 

A. To set product VOC limits 
B. To establish baseline building energy performance 
C. To establish baseline building plumbing fixture performance 
D. To set indoor air quality requirements 

 
82. What costing model should be used to demonstrate the true cost of sustainability strategies? 
 

A. Simple Payback 
B. Return on Investment 
C. Life Cycle Costing 
D. Benefit Analysis 

 
83. Which of the following is the best type of site to develop on? 
 

A. Greenfield 
B. Prime Farmland 
C. Flood Plain 
D. Previously Developed Site 
E. Wetland 

 
84. Which two standards are used to establish what vehicles qualify as low-emitting and fuel-
efficient vehicles? (Choose 2) 
 

A. California Air Resources Board ZEV 
B. American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy Green Book 
C. The Greenguard Certification Program 
D. Green Seal Standard 
E. Green-e Product Certification 

 
85. How many points would a project team receive for having 10 LEED APs on a LEED Project? 
 

A. 1 
B. 5 
C. 10 
D. 20 

 
86. What is the minimum amount of pervious area a paving system must have to be considered 
“open-grid”? 
 

A. 20% 
B. 30% 
C. 40% 
D. 50% 
E. 60% 

 
87. What is required as documentation for each and every prerequisite and credit in the LEED for 
Building Design and Construction Rating Systems? 
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A. A project narrative 
B. A project drawings 
C. Photos 
D. A letter template 
E. A required signatory 

 
88. LEED Certification fees are based on: 
 

A. Project square footage 
B. Project Complexity 
C. Project Cost 
D. The number of review submissions 

 
89. Which material below is not considered a rapidly renewable resource? 
 

A. Bamboo 
B. Cork 
C. Straw 
D. Silk 
E. Wood 

 
90. Within what distance from a project site must a product be harvested or extracted and 
manufactured to qualify as a regional material? 
 

A. 100 miles 
B. 150 miles 
C. 250 miles 
D. 500 miles 
E. 1000 miles 

 
91. Which of the following are mandatory for any LEED project? (Choose 2) 
 

A. Credits 
B. Minimum Program Requirements 
C. A LEED Accredited Professional on the project team 
D. Prerequisites 
E. An Integrated Project Team 

 
92. Which of the following transportation methods does not count as public transportation for 
LEED purposes? 
 

A. Bus 
B. Subway System 
C. Elevated Rail System 
D. Taxi 
E. Campus Shuttle or School Bus System 

 
93. A new high rise residential building should use what LEED Rating System for Certification? 
 

A. LEED for Homes 
B. LEED for Core and Shell 
C. LEED for New Construction 
D. LEED for Operations and Maintenance 
E. LEED for Interior Design and Construction 

 
94. What does the construction activity pollution prevention plan aim to prevent? (Choose 3) 
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A. Erosion 
B. Solid Waste Generation 
C. Construction Worker Accidents 
D. Carbon Emissions 
E. Sedimentation 
F. Airborne Dust Pollution 

 
95. Wastewater from a restroom sink is considered which type of water? 
 

A. Graywater 
B. Blackwater 
C. Potable Water 
D. Rain Water 

 
96. Use of a dry urinal would decrease the fixture’s water use from the Energy Policy Act baseline 
urinal water usage by how much? 
 

A. 1.6 GPF 
B. 1.0 GPF 
C. .5 GPF 
D. 2.5 GPM 

 
97. How many of the 110 available points in most of the rating systems are considered “bonus” 
points? 
 

A. 5 
B. 10 
C. 15 
D. 20 

 
98. Which of the following is not considered an environmental factor of thermal comfort? 
 

A. Air Temperature 
B. Radiant Temperature 
C. Air Speed 
D. Humidity 
E. Space Volume 

 
99. Which of the following is not a category in the LEED for Operations and Maintenance Rating 
System? 
 

A. Water Efficiency 
B. Materials and Resources 
C. Indoor Air Quality 
D. Innovation in Operations 
E. Regional Priority 

 
100. What sustainability concept can xeriscaping contribute to? 
 

A. Reducing the heat island effect 
B. Water efficient irrigation 
C. Construction waste management 
D. Indoor air quality 
E. Certified wood 

SHP Leading Design  •  4805 Montgomery Road, Suite 400  •  Cincinnati, OH 45212  •  www.shp.com 

 



COPYRIGHT SHP LEADING DESIGN and WWW.BUILDINGMYGREENLIFE.COM 
 

ANSWERS AND COMMENTARY 
 
1.  C. If a phase-out is economically infeasible 

LEED allows for projects where a CFC phase-out is shown to have a payback period of 
over ten years (for conversion and replacement scenarios) maintain their existing CFC-
based systems as long as their leakage rate is below 5% annually. 

 
2. B. Project Background Information 

CIRs cannot contain any attachments including drawings and since CIRs are published, 
they should not contain any confidential information about the project. All of the other 
options are tracked by the CIR system and would be redundant. 

 
3. B. CIRs cost $220 each 
 
4. D. A Green Rater 
 
5. A. Landscaping Regulations 
 C. Parking Space Requirements 
 D. Open Space Requirements 

Regulations on Energy Use are typically contained in building codes and stormwater 
regulations are handled by the local sewer district, not the zoning authority. 

 
6. B. LEED for Homes 

C. LEED for Commercial Interiors 
D. LEED for Operations and Maintenance 

 
7. A. Social Responsibility 
 B. Environmental Stewardship 
 E. Economic Prosperity 

The triple bottom line is also commonly referred to as “people, planet and prosperity”. 
 
8. B. Collection Truck Access 

While it is important to consider how a waste management truck might collect 
recyclables, it is not a required component of the prerequisite. 

 
9. B. The weight of concrete used as fill material 

C. The volume of scrap metal sent to a recycler 
The construction waste management credit is calculated based on weight or volume, 
therefore the total number of windows of assorted sizes will not be helpful because they 
will all have different weights and volumes. Also, landscaping debris is excluded from the 
calculation of this credit and incineration is not an acceptable diversion method. 

 
10. E. 10 Degrees 
 
11. C. Parking Lot 
 
12. A. Stormwater Management, Quantity 
 E. Heat Island Effect, Non-Roof 

Open grid paving increased impervious area, thus helping promote stormwater infiltration 
and the open, vegetated cells help mitigate the heat effect by not contributing to heat 
build-up 

 
13. C. Municipal Water Systems 
 E. A Public or Private Well 

None of the other options are considered potable without treatment. 
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14. B. Ordering pre-assembled products 

C. Using modular construction techniques 
While all of the other options are sound means of reducing construction waste, only pre-
assembly and modular construction address source reduction. 

 
15. A. Steel beams made from recycled railroad ties 
 C. Carpet made from recycled soda bottles 
 E. A countertop made from newspapers 

All of the options contain recycled content, but the recycled content in the glass tiles 
would be considered pre-consumer and the recycled content in the plumbing pipe does 
not contribute to the LEED recycled content credit, because this credit only involves 
materials in CSI divisions 2-10. 

 
16.  C. The Architect’s Fees 
 All of the other options are considered hard costs. 
 
17.  C. The Project’s zip code 
 
18. B. Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) 

C. Hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs) 
 
19. A. Supporting the local economy 

B. Minimizing the impacts of transportation 
While local materials can be lower costs and may be of very high quality, these attributes 
are not guaranteed due to them being made locally. 

 
20. B. 1,000 square feet 
 
21. B. Charging fees for parking 

While charging fees for parking, may in fact reduce single-occupant conventional 
automobile use, it is not an accepted LEED strategy 

 
22. A. Propane 
 C. Ammonia 
 D. Carbon Dioxide 
 
23. D. 40% 
 
24. B. Capitalizing on credit synergies 

While all of the other options are possible benefits of an integrative design process, 
maximizing opportunities for credit synergies is the greatest LEED-specific benefit. 

 
25. B. Increasing impervious paving 

Increasing pervious area will actually add to stormwater runoff volumes rather than 
decreasing them 

 
26. C. Building User 

The building owners, designers and builders need access to LEED Online to document 
the project, the building users do not need access. 

 
27. B. 4 

1 full-time employees = 1 FTE, 6 part-time employees (20 hrs/week) = 3 FTE, 1 FTE + 3 
FTE = 4 FTE 

 
28. D. Diesel Powered 
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29. E. Providing a randomly assigned parking space 

Providing an assigned space that is closest to the building does qualify as preferred 
parking, but not just a randomly assigned space. 

 
30. C. Blackwater 

Blackwater is considered to be contaminated with organic waste and should not be used 
for any purpose without treatment. 

 
31. B. Toilet Flushed 
 D. Drip Irrigation 

Graywater, though not contaminated to the level of blackwater, is still not potable, so it 
should not come into contact with humans. Spray irrigation particularly has the potential 
to get on people or pets, so it is preferable to use drip irrigation if graywater is being used 
since drip irrigation water is distributed at ground level, not above it. 

 
32. A. Glass 
 D. Plastics 
 E. Cardboard 

While LEED encourages all recycling, projects are only required to provide for the 
recycling of glass, plastics, metals, paper and cardboard. 

 
33. C. Carpet 
 
34. D. ASHRAE Standard 90.1-2007 

The other listed ASHRAE Standards cover other issues such as ventilation and thermal 
comfort.  BIFMA is the Business and Institutional Furniture Manufacturer’s Association 
and is not included in building codes and Green Seal is a third party certification that 
deals with indoor air quality. 

 
35. A. Certified Wood 

Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) Certification, the referenced standard for the certified 
wood credit relies on chain-of-custody documentation. 

 
36. A. LEED for Commercial Interiors 
 D. LEED for Operations and Maintenance 

LEED for Core and Shell is a new building certification that deals specifically with 
speculative buildings where the interior tenant spaces will be built later and/or by a 
different party. Therefore a core and shell building could not be certified under LEED for 
Homes, New Construction or Schools because those are also new building certifications 
for different product scopes and types. 

 
37. C. Hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) 
 
38. A. LEED for Operations and Maintenance 

LEED O+M is currently the only rating system that requires recertification at least every 
five years; no other certifications expire 

 
39. B. Geo-Exchange System 
 E. Nuclear Power 
 
40.  A. College Students 

E. Retail Customers 
These transient visitors are expected to only spend an hour or so at the building, not the 
whole day, such as an elementary school student or an office worker. 
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41. E. None of the Above 
 Life Cycle Costing takes into account all of the listed factors. 
 
42. E. LEED for Homes 
 
43. A. Certification can be revoked 
 
44. B. Native Species 
 C. Adapted Species 

Native and adapted plant materials are able to grow in your given climate without much 
human help such as irrigation. Cultivated species, on the other hand, often require lots of 
maintenance and watering. Invasive species may or may not require irrigation, but they 
can have other negative impacts, such as choking out biodiversity, so they should be 
avoided. 

 
45. B. For a link to the website www.usgbc.org/leed 
 
46. B. Toilets 
 The wastewater from toilets is considered blackwater, not graywater. 
 
47. A. Land-clearing debris 
 C. Asbestos floor tile 

Land-clearing debris and hazardous materials such as asbestos should be excluded from 
construction waste management calculations. 

 
48. E. HFC-23 
 
49. D. Plant seedling conifers to shade the parking 

While these trees may eventually provide a substantial amount of shade for the parking 
lot it will be many years before these tiny trees provide any significant shade, and LEED 
specifies that you can only count the shade provided by trees within 5 years of project 
completion. 

 
50. A. The building itself 
 E. A Parking Lot 
 F. Sidewalks 
 
51. D. Using asphalt for parking areas 

Typical asphalt is a very dark surface that contributes to the heat island effect rather than 
minimizing it. 

 
52. E. Rapidly Renewable Materials and Regional Materials 

Cotton is an agricultural product with a sustainable growth and harvest period of less than 
10 years and, therefore, qualifies as a rapidly renewable material. Since the product is 
also grown and manufactured within 500 miles of the project, it also qualifies as a 
regional material. 

 
53. C. renewable Energy Certificates (RECs) 
 
54. C. They cannot count the material at all 

In the Building Design and Construction Rating Systems, a material must be extracted or 
harvested AND processed or manufactured within 500 miles of the project site to be 
considered a regional material- there is no partial credit. 

55. D. LEED for Homes 
 
56. E. Albedo 
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 Both of these terms refer to the amount of light a surface reflects. 
 
57. B. Use materials with a high solar reflectance index 

E. Use vegetated roofs 
 
58. C. Document all project credits 

While the LEED Project Administrator will likely document some project credits, the 
person who has firsthand knowledge of the credit requirements and how the project has 
satisfied them should be documenting each credit. This means that many team members 
will share the documentation requirements. 

 
59. A. Through a program provided by the local utility company 
 B. By purchasing Green-e certified RECs 

“Green Power” is off-site, grid-source power generated from renewable sources. On-site 
PV installations would qualify as “On-Site Renewable Energy” not “Green Power.” The 
energy from the local wind farm is not grid-source and may also not be green-e certified 
which is another requirement of this credit. 

 
60. C. Native Plants 

Because green roofs may be difficult to access, they should be planted with materials 
that are low maintenance, which many native species are, requiring little to no irrigation 
and fertilization like most annuals and cultivated species. Trees and shrubs likely have 
roots that grow very deep and could puncture a roof membrane or weigh too much to be 
supported by the roof. 

 
61. A. Air Quality 

The SMACNA guidelines are aimed at protecting the indoor air quality of buildings that 
are under construction through measures such as housekeeping, scheduling, source 
control and HVAC protection. 

 
62. B. Use of rainwater for toilet flushing 
 C. Minimizing parking capacity 

Plumbing codes in some jurisdictions do not allow for collected rainwater to be brought 
inside the building for use to flush toilets. Additionally, many zoning codes set minimum 
parking capacities that must be met for certain types of projects. 

 
63. D. A brownfield 

E. A previously developed urban site 
The LEED Rating System discourages developing on prime farmland, habitat for 
endangered species or close to a water body by awarding a point for projects that avoid 
these types of sites. Conversely, the rating system awards a point for building on a 
brownfield or on a previously developed urban site (development density and community 
connectivity). 

 
64. B. It must be cost effective 

Just by virtue of being “innovative” many strategies that qualify for innovation and design 
credit can be very costly. 

 
65. D. Preferred parking spaces must be distributed among all lots 
 
 
66. D. Ozone depletion 
 
67. A. It is vegetated 

“Open space” must be vegetated, but it does not have to be vegetated with native or 
adapted species- any vegetation is acceptable. 
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68. A. CFCs 

CFCs were the preferred refrigerant for many years because they are, in general, the 
most efficient category of refrigerants. They have been phased-out, however, due to their 
negative environmental impacts. 

 
69. C. It may be more expensive than site-separated recycling 

Many waste management companies charge more for processing co-mingled recycling 
than recycling that has been separated on site, because it is more work for them to 
separate it at their facility. 

 
70. A. Distance 
 C. A freeway interchange 
 D. A wall 

You can often simply walk through or past a parking lot or park, but a wall or freeway 
interchange may create an impenetrable barrier. Distance can also hinder pedestrian 
access because people are willing to walk a limited distance. 

 
71. D. ADA (the Americans With Disabilities Act) 

The Civil Rights Act is also a federal act, but it has nothing to do with building codes and 
EPAct (the Energy Policy Act) is a federal act that is related to building codes, but it deals 
with energy and water use, not building accessibility. ASHRAE is an energy code which 
is not a federal act and ANSI is a national institute that sets standards. 

 
72. D. Drinking 
 
73. A. Spray Irrigation 
 Spray irrigation uses much more water than alternative methods such as drip irrigation. 
 
74. B. Source Reduction 
 
75. A. In the project pre-planning phase 
 The integrative design process should begin as early in the process as possible. 
 
76. A. A casino built on a riverboat 
 D. A temporary sports facility 

The LEED Minimum Program Requirements state that the building must be built on 
existing land and the building must be permanent. These two requirements prohibit the 
above projects from being eligible for LEED certification. 

 
77. A. Domestic hot water heater 
 
78. B. Kitchen Sink 

C. Shower Head 
D. Bathroom Sink 
Toilet and urinal water usage is measured in gallons per flush (GPF) not gallons per 
minute (GPM) 

 
79. C. Energy and Atmosphere 
 
80. A. To earn Exemplary Performance 

Exemplary performance can be achieved on some credit by exceeding the established 
threshold for credit achievement. 

81. C. To establish baseline building plumbing fixture performance 
While the Energy Policy Act also deals with energy use, LEED uses it to establish 
baseline water use rates for plumbing fixtures. 
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82. C. Life Cycle Costing 

Life Cycle Costing takes into account not only product and system first costs, but also 
costs for ongoing maintenance, energy use, life-span etc. Sustainable design strategies 
often have higher first costs than comparable materials but can be shown to be less 
expensive in the long run due to decrease energy or maintenance costs.  

 
83. D. Previously developed site 
 LEED encourages you not to build on the other listed types of sites. 
 
84. A. California Air Resources Board ZEV 

B. American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy Green Book 
 
85. A. 1 

A project can only earn one Innovation and Design point for LEED AP participation no 
matter how many LEED Aps are working on the project. 

 
86. D. 50% 
 
87. D. A letter template 

Some credits and prerequisites may also require additional supporting documentation, 
but all LEED credits and prerequisites require a LEED letter template. 

 
88. A. Project square footage 
 
89. E. Wood 

While wood is an agricultural product, its growth and harvest cycle is longer than 10 
years. 

 
90. D. 500 miles 
 
91. B. Minimum Program Requirements 
 D. Prerequisites 

Credits, in general are optional- you get to pick and choose which to pursue. LEED AP 
involvement and integrated design are highly recommended, but not mandatory. 

 
92. D. Taxi 

To meet the requirements for LEED “mass transit” must carry ten or more people and 
operate on a regular schedule. 

 
93. C. LEED for New Construction 

High rise residential projects (4 stories or more) must use LEED for New Construction not 
LEED for Homes. Watch for a “LEED for Mid-Rise Residential Rating System” to be 
introduced soon! 

 
94. A. Erosion 
 E. Sedimentation 

F. Airborne Dust Pollution 
 
95.  A. Graywater 

Since bathroom sink water is unlikely to contain organic waste, it is considered 
graywater, not blackwater 

 
96. B. 1.0 GPF 

Since a dry urinal uses no water, it would decrease water use from the baseline by the 
full established baseline amount, which is 1.0 GPF. 
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97. B. 10 

These ten points represent the points available from the Innovation and Design and 
Regional Priority categories. 

 
98. E. Space Volume 
 
99. C. Indoor Air Quality 

While Indoor Air Quality is an important aspect of the category, the name of the category 
is Indoor Environmental Quality. 

 
100. B. Water efficient irrigation 


